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Somewhere in the world lives a ctippled

little shepherd called Amahl, with his

mother, an impoverished widow. Nothing

is left to the,m of the liule they ever had'

and they are now faced with hunger and

cold in their emptyhouse.

Three Wise men, on their way to Bethle'

hem, stop at the hut and ask to be taken in

for the night. Amahl and hh mother

welcome them as well as they can, and are

much astonished at the splendor of their
robes and the wealth of gifu theY are

carrying with them. When Amahl's
mother realizes that the Three Kings are

looking for a newborn babe and that the

expe,nsive gifu are all destined for him,
she becomes bitter and e,nviors. She

cannot understand why at least some of
these gifu are not to be bestowed upon her

own child, who is so poor and sicklY.

Under cover ofdarkness, wtrile the Three

Kings are asleep, she steals some ofthe

gold from them...and is caught red-

handed. When she explains to the Three

Kings that she needs this gold to feed her

starving chil4 she is readily fcgiven-
With great tenderness they try to explain to
her who this nerrbtrn c,hild is and how

much he needs the love of every human

bcing to bidld his coming kingdom.

Touched by their words, the poor widow
not only gives back the stolen gol4 btt.
wishes she could add a grft of her own.

Little Amahl comes to her resctre. He

impulsivelyhands to the Three Kings his

wooden c'rurch, his most Preciotrs
possession, and in doing so he is

miraorlously cur€d of his lameness.

As dawn app€ars in the sky, the Three

Kings make ready to resume their journey.

Amahl begs his mother to let him join

them, and he is finally allowed to follow
the Kings to Bettrlehe,m to adue and give

thanks tothe Christ Child.

Gian Carlo Menotti was born in Cadeglianq Italy in 191l. He was born into a large

family and his mother, lneq made sure that her children were taught pianq violin, and

cello. en the chil&en were talented but Gian Carlo was recognized as a musical

prodiry bythe age offive. At ll he composcdhis first opera Tlp Death ofPienot. lle
;ri*J inAmerica in 1928 to study at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia tfs
first full-fledg d opera Amelia Goes to tIE BalI, was pres€nted at the Philadelphia

Institute of Music on April l,1937.

Since that time Menotti has been the recipient oftrvo Pulitzer Prizes for operas and has

founded the spoleto Festivals in both ltaly and charlcstur. I[s operas The Mediun znd

The Consulbothwere zuccessful in the competitive environnent of Broadway' He

currently resides in Scotland and c.ontinues to courpose and work'

InNovernbef of l95l hefacedaseriousproblem. NBChadcommissionedhimtowrite

the first opera composed fot' presentation on television and his December deadline

loomed large on ttre horizon. while walking through the Metrorpolitan Museum of Art

in New Yoik he paused in front of The Adoraion of the Tbee Kings by lfieroqmus

Bosch. fhe painiing brought to mind his child frith in the Three Kings of old wtro, in

the imagination of ltatian 
"nmr* 

was the g€n€row bearer ofHoliday gifts rather than

Santa Ciaus. Inspired he set to work on the libretto and score ofthe opera which has

become a Chrismas classic.
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John Keena (Amahl) is a veteran of both
musical and theatrical stages in Savan-
nah. He was a featured soloist with the
Savannah Symphony last season in the
Bernstein tribute concert. He has also
been seen frequurtly on stage with the
Savannah Theater company productions
including Thrc Sound of Music inwhich
he shared the stage with his father Jamie
Keena, Savannah folk-singer extraordi-
naire, and charter member of I Cantori.

Sonia Yoder (Mother) holds degrees in
English from Georgia State University,
and Music Education from Armstrong
Atlantic State University. While at
Armstrong she was the first recipiant of
the I Cantori Scholarship in Choral
Music. She has appeared in several
oratorio solo roles with the Savannah
Symphony, both at AASU and with I
Cantori. She is currently teaching choral
music at South Effingham Middle Sc,hool.

Billy Wooten (Caspar) has been a mem-
ber of I Cantori since 1996. He attended
the University of North Carolina and East
Carolina University. His stage experience
includes appearances with the Western
Piedmont Lyric Theater and the Charlotte
Opera in such diverse productions as

George M!, Oliver, Jesus Christ Super-
star and Amahl and the Night Visilors.
He has also appeared in solo roles with
the Savannah Symphony Chorus. He
directs an award-winning employment
and training progam for disadvantaged
adults with Green Thumb, a division of
the US Department of Labor.

Daniel C. Cohen (Melchior) has been a
mernber of I Cantori since its first con-

cert. He has had several appearances as a
soloist with the Savannah Symphony in
concerts of the Symphony Chorus and I
Cantori. His oratorio repertoire includes
Flandel's Messiah, and the Verdi
Requiem. He has also been active in local
theatrical productions. He received
degrees in vocal performance and pre-law
from Presbyterian College and his law
degree from the University of South Caro-
lina. He is currently a partner with the
finn of Brannen, Searcy & Smith.

Jonathon Hendrix (Balthazar) will
graduate in December from Armstrong
Atlantic State University with a degree in
Spanish and a minor in music. He plays
bass clarinet in the AASU Concert Band
and sings in the prestigious chamber
choir under the direction ofDr. Scott
Buchanan. He has studied abroad in
Spain and Mexico and looks forward to a
career as a multi-linguai translator.
Immediately after graduation he is going
to Mexico for volunteer work in a remote
mountain village.

Raymond R Eltis (Page) is a veteran of
many local theatrical productions the
most rec€nt of which was 

^Side 
By Side

With Sondheim. He graduated from
Armstrong Atlantic State University with
a degree in music education. A charter
member of I Cantori he has been a
frequent soloist both at Armstrong and
with I Cantori. He is also a versatile
pianist. He is currently director of choral
music at Liberly County High School. He
is an active mernber of the American
Choral Directors Association and the
Music Educators national Conference.
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